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or service of a subpcena. The subpoena will entail on the
party using it the responsibility for the witness’s expenses,
whether called or not, and then a difficulty of the above
kind could not arise. 

___

METHODS FOR DETECTING HOSPITAL ABUSE.

THIS point is naturally a very leading one in the investi-
gations into the administration of hospitals in Birmingham
and in the Lords’ Committee. We are sorry that so far
these investigations do not seem to have elicited any
effective way of detecting abuse. There seems a want of

reality in the methods; and naturally the results are very
slight. Thus at Birmingham, according to the replies
received by the Hospital Reform Committee to questions
on the subject, the most various means are used. In no
two hospitals are the same methods relied on. And the
answer to the question, " What number of persons, if any,
were rejected during the past year on the ground of
unfitness ? " was as follows in the case of the (General Hos-

pital : " With 41,523 out-patients no record has been kept,
but they are believed to have been very few. At the Queen’s,
with 27,035 out patients, 113 were rejected. The reply of
the General Dispensary was "very few"; of the Eye
Hospital" not more than twenty-five." There were thirty-
three rejections at the Children’s Ifospital, and about six
at the Women’s. It is impossible to believe that such
results show anything but the utter insufficiency of the

tests, and this is very much the impression received from
reading the reports of the evidence in the Lords’ Com-
mittee. 

___

SICKNESS AS A TEACHER.

ALL the circumstances of life are in some sort educative.
Health and happiness have their lesson of active duty to
teach us if we will receive it, and so, likewise, have pain,
disease, and misfortune, as lately stated by Mr. Spurgeon,
a purpose of correction, a chastening and a mellowing in-
fluence within them. With some natures and moods, per-
haps, it is otherwise ; the sharpness of the stroke touches
no mental spring but that of self-concern, but here, again,
it is the wise who learns. For him these evils, for such
they still remain, are also the seeds of sympathy with
others in like trouble. If he be through any fault of his
own accountable for them, they are in true science as

in Scripture the natural recompense of evil, a protest
on behalf of needful self-control which he will do well to
observe. There is more, therefore, than an apparent ten-
dency to asceticism in this doctrine of disciplinary suffering.
Of course, it does not follow that the prosperous and the

healthy must at some time undergo this training by
reverses. The same lessons of patience, fellow-feeling, and
self-restraint can be learnt in other ways, and it is quite
certain that the daily round and task abound in oppor-
tunities for such wholesome instruction. We are alike

justified, therefore, in admitting for this purpose the

frequent utility of pain, and in seeking, to the best of our
ability, to limit and to destroy by suitable remedies the
influence of this otherwise harsh and hurtful instructor.
Health of mind and body and well-being of estate are

alone consistent with perfect life as ordered by nature’s
plan and the Divine will, and every purpose of training is
compatible with their full possession and their proper use.

SWIMMING AT BOARD SCHOOLS.

IN our last issue we referred to the fact that the London
School Board had shown their sense of the importance of
swimming as a branch of education, and were disposed to ’
include it within their ordinary course of instruction. A
report of the Physical Education Subcommittee, published
recently, contains a summary of the steps taken by the

Board in connexion with this matter. From the evidence
here collected we learn that the total bath accommodation
of the metropolis, consisting of forty-one public and thirty-
six private baths, is by no means adequate to the require-
ments of the population. Still less can it be said to meet
the case of the school children. The charge for admission,
though trifling, usually from ld. to 3d., is in many cases
too high, suitable hours and exclusive use of baths for a
given time are by no means easy of arrangement, and the
system of instruction still remains to be developed. Volun-

tary efrort has already done much to meet the difficulties of
the case. By this means baths have been erected in con-
nexion with Board Schools in Birmingham, Liverpool,
Bristol, and elsewhere, and swimming classes formed in
Peckham, Lambeth, and other London districts have been
able to make use of those already available for public
service. On consideration of these circumstances the Board
in 1873, and again in 1889, presented a memorial to the
Education Department, proposing that the practical en-
couragement of Government aid should be so extended as to
cover the expense of teaching swimming to Board scholars.
In support of this proposal it may justly be maintained
that no physical accomplishment is more useful to the

learner, not even drill which is provided for under the pre-
sent rules. Whether, on the other hand, it is a necessity,
the cost of which must fall on the ratepayer, is a question
which will bear further discussion. Meanwhile, two

recommendations made by the Board are well worthy of
support : (1) That school managers and masters ought to
make use of all existing bathing facilities on behalf of their
pupils ; and (2) that powers of bath construction conferred
by the Public Baths and Washhouses Act should be more
freely used. ___

MISAPPLIED EXPERIMENTS.

IT must have excited some surprise in the minds of
members of our profession to have received lately a
testimonial to the virtues of one of the numerous meat pre-
parations which are now in vogue, based on a report of ’

some experiments made in a well-known pathological labora-
tory, for the purpose of testing the absorbability of the
substance in question. The investigator admits that con-
firmatory evidence of his observations is required, and it
is somewhat appalling to contemplate the lengths to which
such experimentation might be put by the trader in meat
juices. The best proof of the value of such preparations
lies in the evidence of their utility as restoratives to the
sick. Comparatively little that is valuable can be added
by experimental physiology, which is out of place when
applied to such purposes as the above.

DEATH OF MR. W. K. PARKER, F.R.S.

I 
MR. W. K. PARKER, who died suddenly at his son’s housein Cardiff a few days ago, was not much heard of in themedical profession, but we cannot afford to forget that if he

was F. R. S. and F. Z. S., and gave these societies as much
glory as he gained from them, he was also M.R.C.S. Eng.
and L.S.A. We like to think that the basis of his higher
titles was, as it always should be, on his more modest

ones, and that, as in so many cases-notably, for example,
that of his friends Owen and Huxley,-his genius in biology
was lit and fed by his studies in anatomy necessitated by
his profession. It is confirmation of this that, though of
late years he has been deeply immersed in all the problems
of embryology and evolution, and thinking more of the
foraminifera than of the febricula which used to be his

care, he has never forgotten that he was a surgeon and an
apothecary, and never ceased to enjoy the fraternity of his
colleagues in the more practical regions of science. By all
workers of good, and by all searchers for truth, biological


